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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 1-16 are pending in this office action. 

Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which fomis the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described 
as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to 
be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which 
said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-3, 9-10, and 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over U.S. Patent Application Publication Number 2004/0015713 
issued to Miki Abe et al. (hereinafter "Abe") in further view of U.S. Patent 
Application Number 2002/0042777 issued to Tadao Yoshida et al. (hereinafter 
"Yoshida"). 

Claim 1: 

Abe discloses a file transferring system for transferring content data 
recorded in a first recording medium to a second recording medium, comprising: 

a recording and reproducing apparatus for recording data to the second 
recording medium and reproducing data from the second recording medium (Abe: 
paragraph [0174], lines 5-8 and Fig. 4, 20A & 20b and Fig. 6, 20A & 20B and Fig. 36, 20A & 
20B); 

a content data supplying unit for supplying content data (Abe: paragraph 

[0168], lines 1-10 and Fig. 4, 91 and Fig. 36, 91; The "content server" is the "content data 
supplying unit".); 
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a content data nnanaging unit for outputting content data supplied from the 
content data supplying unit to the recording and reproducing apparatus (Abe: 
paragraph [0002], lines 1-6 and paragraph [0168], lines 1-10 and Fig. 4, 1 and Fig. 6, 1 and Fig. 
36, 1; The "Primary-Recording Medium Apparatus" is the "content data managing unit".)i 

wherein the content data managing unit has: 

recording means for correlating content data supplied from the content 
data supplying unit with a content identifier unique to each of content data and 
recording the correlated content data and content identifier to the first recording 
medium (Abe: paragraph [0052], lines 4-8; Note specifically that the first content identifier is 
"unique to the content data". Furthermore, note that the controlling means of the primary 
recording device (first recording medium) "stores" (records) content data and the content 
identifier.); 

transfer management information updating means for updating transfer 
managing information with which content data that are recorded to the second 
recording medium are managed (Abe; paragraph [0053] and paragraph [0054]; Note 
especially paragraph [0054], lines 6-8), the content data being supplied so that the 
content identifier and an additional identifier are correlated (Abe: paragraph [0052], 

lines 15-18; Note specifically that the content identifier is associated (correlated) with a second 
identifier.); and 

controlling means for receiving an identifier (Abe: paragraph [0055], lines 16- 
20; Since the reference clearly shows an "identifier-transmission means for controlling" the 
transmission of identifiers, it surely must disclose a means of receiving the transmitted 
identifier.), data of the second recording medium being reproduced by the 
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recording and reproducing apparatus (Abe: paragraph [0174], lines 5-8), and for 
controlling content data transferred to tlie recording and reproducing so that the 
content data recorded in the first recording medium is recorded to the second 

recording medium (Abe: paragraph [0002], lines 1-6). 

Abe does not explicitly disclose wherein one of the identifiers is a 
recording medium identifier unique to each second recording medium. However, 
Yoshida discloses wherein one of the identifiers is a recording medium identifier 
unique to each second recording medium (Yoshida: paragraph [0015], lines 12-14 and 
paragraph [0127]). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the teachings of Abe with the teachings of Yoshida 
noted above for the purpose of a recording medium identifier. The skilled artisan 
would have been motivated to improve the teachings of Abe noted above such 
that there would be some manner to differentiate between different computer 
readable mediums (Yoshida: paragraph [0196]). 
Claim 2: 

The combination of Abe and Yoshida discloses all the elements of claim 1 , 
as noted above, and Abe further discloses wherein the content data recorded in 
the first recording medium are managed so that the number of permissible copy 
times of each of the content data that are copied to other recording mediums is 
restricted (Abe: paragraph [0203], lines 1-6), and 
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wherein when the content data are transferred from the first recording 
medium to the second recording medium, the number of permissible copy times 
is decremented (Abe: paragraph [0203], lines 7-10). 
Claim 3: 

The combination of Abe and Yoshida discloses all the elements of claim 1, 
as noted above, and Abe further discloses wherein the second recording medium 
to and from which data is recorded and reproduced by the recording and 
reproducing apparatus is loadable and unloadable thereto and therefrom (Abe: 
paragraph [0202]; When the content is 'checked-out' to a secondary recording medium, the 
content is loaded onto the secondary medium. When the content is 'checked-in' from the 
secondary recording medium to the primary recording medium, the content is unloaded, or 
removed, from the secondary recording medium.). 
Claim 9: 

Abe discloses a file transferring method for transferring content data 
recorded in a first recording medium to a second recording medium, comprising 
the steps of: 

correlating content data supplied from a content data supplying unit with a 
content identifier unique to each of content data and recording the correlated 
content data and content identifier to the first recording medium (Abe: paragraph 
[0052], lines 4-8; Note specifically that the first content identifier is "unique to the content data". 
Furthermore, note that the controlling means of the primary recording device (first recording 
medium) "stores" (records) content data and the content identifier.)); 
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updating transfer managing information with which content data that are 
recorded to the second recording medium are managed (Abe; paragraph [0053] and 
paragraph [0054]; Note especially paragraph [0054], lines 6-8), the content data being 
supplied so that the content data identifier and an additional identifier are 
correlated (Abe: paragraph [0052], lines 15-18; Note specifically that the content identifier is 
associated (correlated) with a second identifier.); and 

controlling content data transferred to a recording and reproducing 
apparatus so that the content data recorded in the first recording medium is 
recorded to the second recording medium (Abe: paragraph [0002], lines 1-6), 

Abe does not explicitly disclose wherein one of the identifiers is a 
recording medium identifier unique to each second recording medium; and 
wherein the data transfer between a first recording medium and a second 
recording medium is in accordance with the recording medium identifier of the 
second recording medium and the transfer management information that are 
received. 

However, Yoshida discloses wherein one of the identifiers is a recording 
medium identifier unique to each second recording medium (Yoshida: paragraph 
[0015], lines 12-14 and paragraph [0127]); and wherein the data transfer between a first 
recording medium and a second recording medium is in accordance with the 
recording medium identifier of the second recording medium and the transfer 
management information that are received (Yoshida: paragraphs [0337] and [0338]; 
These references clearly show that prepaid information or 'transfer information' contains all 
necessary information in order to permit a specific transfer. This information includes the IDs of 
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the recording mediums. How exactly this is done is a lengthy process and is explained 
thoroughly from paragraph [0262] - paragraph [0336]). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the teachings of Abe with the teachings of Yoshida 
noted above for the purpose of a recording medium identifier. The skilled artisan 
would have been motivated to Improve the teachings of Abe noted above such 
that there would be some manner to differentiate between different computer 
readable mediums (Yoshida: paragraph [0196]). 
Claim 10: 

The combination of Abe and Yoshida discloses all the elements of claim 9, 
as noted above, and Abe further discloses, 

wherein the content data recorded in the first recording medium are 
managed so that the number of pemiisslble copy times of each of the content 
data that are copied to other recording mediums is restricted (Abe: paragraph [0203], 
lines 1-6), and 

wherein when content data are transferred from the first recording medium 
to the second recording medium, the number of permissible copy times is 

decremented (Abe: paragraph [0203], lines 7-10). 
Claim 12: 

The combination of Abe and Yoshida discloses all the elements of claim 9. 
as noted above, and Abe further discloses wherein the second recording medium 
is loadable and unloadable to and from the recording and reproducing apparatus 
for recording and reproducing data to and from the second recording medium 
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(Abe: paragraph [0202]; When the content is 'checked-out' to a secondary recording medium, the 
content is loaded onto the secondary medium. When the content is 'checked-in' from the 
secondary recording medium to the primary recording medium, the content is unloaded, or 
removed, from the secondary recording medium.). 

3. Claims 4, 6, 1 1, and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Abe in view of Yoshida and further in view of U.S. Patent 
Application Publication Number 2001/0047419 issued to Yoshihisa Gonno et al. 
(hereinafter "Gonno"). 
Claim 4: 

The combination of Abe and Yoshida discloses all the elements of claim 1 , 
as noted above, and Abe further discloses 

wherein the transfer management information updating means is 
configured to correlate content data supplied from the content data supplying unit 
with the an identifier (Abe: paragraph [0052], lines 15-18; Note specifically that the content 
identifier is associated (correlated) with a second identifier.) tO which the content data are 
transferred and update the transfer management information (Abe; paragraph [0053] 
and paragraph [0054]; Note especially paragraph [0054], lines 6-8). 

Abe does not explicitly disclose wherein one of the identifiers is a 
recording medium identifier unique to each second recording medium. However. 
Yoshida discloses wherein one of the identifiers is a recording medium identifier 
unique to each second recording medium (Yoshida: paragraph [0015], lines 12-14 and 
paragraph [0127]). 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the teachings of Abe with the teachings of Yoshida 
noted above for the purpose of a recording medium identifier. The skilled artisan 
would have been motivated to improve the teachings of Abe noted above such 
that there would be some manner to differentiate between different computer 

readable mediums (Yoshida: paragraph [0196]). 

The combination of Abe and Yoshida does not explicitly disclose wherein 
the transfer management information contains transfer reservation information, 
and updating the transfer reservation information. However, Gonno discloses 
wherein the transfer management information contains transfer reservation 
information (Gonno: paragraph [0029], lines 6-10), and updating the transfer 
reservation infonnation (Gonno: paragraph [0031], lines 9-12 and paragraph [0068], lines 3- 
4). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the previously mentioned combination with the 
teachings of Gonno noted above. The skilled artisan would have been motivated 
to improve the previously mentioned combination per the above such that the 
updating of distribution, delivery, or transfer information would result in data 
synchronization between a resource reserving client and a master database 
(Gonno: paragraph [0031], lines 9-12). 
Claim 6: 

The combination of Abe and Yoshida discloses all the elements of claim 1. 
as noted above, and Yoshida further discloses wherein the content data has not 
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been recorded and whose recording medium identifier has not been registered in 
the transfer management information (Yoshida: paragraph [0222] - paragraph [0223], line 
4; Note that the content couldn't have been recorded if it wasn't purchased yet). 

The previously mentioned combination does not explicitly disclose wherein 
the transfer management information updating means is configured to reserve 
the transfer of content data to the second recording medium. However, Gonno 
discloses wherein the transfer management information updating means is 
configured to reserve the transfer of content data to the second recording 
medium (Gonno: paragraph [0029], lines 6-10 and paragraph [0031], lines 9-12 and paragraph 
[0068], lines 3-4). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the previously mentioned combination with the 
teachings of Gonno noted above. The skilled artisan would have been motivated 
to improve the previously mentioned combination per the above such that the 
updating of distribution, delivery, or transfer information would result in data 
synchronization between a resource reserving client and a master database 

(Gonno: paragraph [0031], lines 9-12). 
Claim 11: 

The combination of Abe and Yoshida discloses all the elements of claim 9, 
as noted above, and Abe further discloses, 

wherein content data supplied from the content data supplying unit are 
correlated with an identifier (Abe: paragraph [0052], lines 15-18; Note specifically that the 
content identifier is associated (correlated) with a second identifier,) tO which the content 
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data are transferred and the transfer management information is updated (Abe; 

paragraph [0053] and paragraph [0054]; Note especially paragraph [0054], lines 6-8). 

Abe does not explicitly disclose wherein one of the identifiers is a 
recording medium identifier unique to each second recording medium. However, 
Yoshida discloses wherein one of the identifiers is a recording medium identifier 

unique to each second recording medium (Yoshida: paragraph [0015], lines 12-14 and 
paragraph [0127]). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the teachings of Abe with the teachings of Yoshida 
noted above for the purpose of a recording medium identifier. The skilled artisan 
would have been motivated to improve the teachings of Abe noted above such 
that there would be some manner to differentiate between different computer 
readable mediums (Yoshida: paragraph [0196]). 

The combination of Abe and Yoshida does not explicitly disclose wherein 
the transfer management information contains transfer reservation information, 
and updating the transfer reservation information. However, Gonno discloses 
wherein the transfer management information contains transfer reservation 
information (Gonno: paragraph [0029], lines 6-10). and updating the transfer 

reservation information (Gonno: paragraph [0031], lines 9-12 and paragraph [0068], lines 3- 
4). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the previously mentioned combination with the 
teachings of Gonno noted above. The skilled artisan would have been motivated 
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to improve the previously mentioned combination per the above such that the 
updating of distribution, delivery, or transfer information would result in data 
synchronization between a resource reserving client and a master database 

(Gonno: paragraph [0031], lines 9-12). 
Claim 14: 

Claim 14 is rejected under the same reasons set forth in the rejection of 
claim 6. 

4. Claim 5 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Abe in view of Yoshida and further in view of U.S. Patent Application Publication 
Number 2003/0031319 issued to Takafumi Hosoi et al. (hereinafter "Hosoi"). 
Claim 5: 

The combination of Abe and Yoshida discloses all the elements of claim 1 . 
as noted above, and Abe further discloses wherein each of the recording and 
reproducing apparatus and the content data managing unit has communicating 

means for communicating with each other (Abe: paragraph [0355]; Note specifically the 
communication unit.). 

The previously mentioned combination does not explicitly disclose when it 
has been determined that the recording and reproducing apparatus and the 
content data managing unit are connected by the communicating means, the 
content data are transferred. 

However, Hosoi discloses when it has been determined that the recording 
and reproducing apparatus and the content data managing unit are connected by 
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the communication means, the content data are transferred (Hosoi: paragraph 
[0166], lines 1-4). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the previously mentioned combination with the 
teachings of Hosoi noted above. The skilled artisan would have been motivated 
to improve the previously mentioned combination per the above such that 
content data could only be transferred between two devices when the two 
devices are connected to each other (Hosoi: paragraph [0166], lines 1-4). 
5. Claims 7-8 and 15-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Abe in view of Yoshida and further in view of U.S. Patent 
Application Publication Number 2002/0126999 issued to Masayoshi Shimamoto 
et al (hereinafter "Shimamoto"). 
Claim 7: 

The combination of Abe and Yoshida discloses all the elements of claim 1 , 
as noted above, and Yoshida further discloses wherein the transfer management 
information contains recordable capacity information of the second recording 
medium (Yoshida: see at least paragraphs [0246] and [0263]). 

wherein when the transfer of content data from the first recording medium 
to the second recording medium is reserved, the recording capacitance of the 
reserved content data is compared with the recordable capacitance of the 
second recording medium managed in accordance with the transfer management 
information (Yoshida: paragraph [0270], lines 4-9 and paragraphs [0271] through at least 
[0278]). 
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The combination of Abe and Yoshida does not explicitly disclose wherein 
if the recordable capacitance of the second recording medium is insufficient, a 
reservation for which the content data is deleted from the second recording 
medium is performed so as to increase the recordable capacity of the second 
recording medium. 

However, Shimamoto discloses wherein if the recordable capacitance of 
the second recording medium is insufficient, a reservation for which the content 
data is deleted from the second recording medium is performed so as to increase 
the recordable capacity of the second recording medium (Shimamoto: paragraph 

[0107] - paragraph [0109], line 12; Note specifically that content information is deleted or erased 
in order to free up space for new content data.). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the previously mentioned combination with the 
teachings of Shimamoto noted above. The skilled artisan would have been 
motivated to improve the previously mentioned combination per the above such 
that as user would have the capability of deleting data in order to create more 
*free space' for additional data (Shimamoto: paragraph [0109], lines 4-6). 
Claim 8: 

The combination of Abe, Yoshida, and Shimamoto discloses all the 
elements of claim 7, as noted above, and Abe further discloses, 

wherein the content data recorded in the first recording medium is 
managed so that the number of pemiissible copy times of each of content data 
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that are copied to other recording mediums is restricted (Abe: paragraph [0203], lines 
1-6), and 

wherein when content data transferred from the first recording medium are 
deleted, the number of permissible copy times is incremented (Abe: paragraph 
[0203], lines 7-10; Incrementing or decrementing a counter based on a given situation arising is 
very basic and well known in the art.). 
Claim 15: 

Claim 15 is rejected under the same reasons set forth in the rejection of 
claim 7. 
Claim 16: 

Claim 16 is rejected under the same reasons set forth in the rejection of 
claim 8. 

6. Claim 13 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Abe in view of Yoshida and further in view of U.S. Patent Application Publication 
Number 2004/0141083 issued to Toru Takashima (hereinafter "Takashima"). 
Claim 13: 

The combination of Abe and Yoshida discloses all the elements of claim 9, 
as noted above, but the previously mentioned combination does not explicitly 
disclose wherein when the second recording medium is recognized by the 
recording and reproducing apparatus, the file is transferred. 

However, Takashima discloses wherein when the second recording 
medium is recognized by the recording and reproducing apparatus, the file is 
transferred (Takashima: paragraphs [0059] and [0060]). 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the previously mentioned combination with the 
teachings of Takashima noted above. The skilled artisan would have been 
motivated to improve the previously mentioned combination per the above such 
that transfer of data would begin immediately upon the detection or recognition of 

the secondary device (Takashima: paragraph [0060]). 
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